
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEEING GOD WHEN HE IS NOT SO VISIBLE AND 

HEARING HIM WHEN HE IS NOT SO AUDIBLE  
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Esther timeline: 
538 BC  Zerubbabel leads return to Jerusalem (King Cyrus’ decree) 

516 BC  Temple is rebuilt (building resumed under King Darius’ decree) 

486 BC  Ahasuerus assumes the throne (36 years old) 

483 BC Queen Vashti Deposed (Esther 1) 

478 BC Esther Becomes Queen (Esther 2) 

478 BC Mordecai Thwarts a Conspiracy (Esther 2:21) 

474 BC Haman Seeks Revenge on the Jews (Esther 3) 

473 BC Mordecai Informs Esther of Haman's Plot (Esther 4) 

473 BC Esther Prepares a Banquet (Esther 5) 

473 BC Ahasuerus Honors Mordecai (Esther 6) 

473 BC Haman Is Hanged (Esther 7) 

473 BC Ahasuerus’ Edict on Behalf of Esther and Jews (Esther 8) 

472 BC Purim Instituted (Esther 9) 

472 BC Ahasuerus’ Tribute to Mordecai (Esther 10) 

464 BC  Ahasuerus assassination 

458 BC  Ezra’s ministry begins in Jerusalem 

445 BC  Ezra’s ministry ends 

445 BC  Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem (King Artaxerxes’ decree) 

425 BC  Nehemiah’s term as governor ends 

The book of Malachi mentions the temple as rebuilt and a governor of Jerusalem which might indicate the date of his 

writing to be during Nehemiah’s time or shortly after. Malachi’s writings are the last recorded in the Old Testament 

before Judah enters the 400 years of silence before the events of the New Testament. 

If we suppose Esther to be approx. 18 years old when becoming Queen, that would put her birth year around 496 BC. 

Following the timeline above, she would have been in her early seventies during the time of Nehemiah and possibly still 

living when Malachi was ministering and writing the last of what we know as the Old Testament. Most of her life would 

have occurred between the rebuilding of the temple and the reconstruction of the walls around Jerusalem. 

In terms of the prophets, Esther would have been born after the ministries of Ezekiel and Daniel who prophesized during 

the Babylonian captivity and before the time of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 

  

Events during the account of Esther 



Esther Notes: 
 A tale of two wives (one will not appear, the other shows up unannounced) 

 She was an orphan who became queen 

 The wedding ring removed from Vashti and given to Esther, the signet ring removed from Haman and given to 

Mordecai 

 Haman covers his own head in shame, guards cover Haman’s head for execution 

 Xerxes means “ruler of heroes (men)”, but could not rule his own emotions 

 Ahasuerus means “I will be silent and poor” 

 Mordecai means “little man” 

 Esther means “star” (probably Venus that out shown the other stars into the morning light) 

 Hadassah means “myrtle” or flower 

 Haman means “magnificent” 

 Vashti means “beautiful” 

  



Esther 1:1-22 ESV 
1  Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, 
2  in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the citadel, 
3  in the third year of his reign he gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media and the 
nobles and governors of the provinces were before him, 
4  while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 days. 
 

 Herodotus, the Greek Historian, attributes this same number of provinces and vast territory to Xerxes 1 
 Scholars debate the historical accuracy of Esther and Jewish scholars attribute a lot of the Old Testament as 

morality tales more than actual events, however, the author of Esther seems to prefer places, dates, and names 
to the “long ago and far away in a magical kingdom” approach to his chronicle 

 Times have changed, but politics have not – even the king needed to garner support for future military 
campaigns, building projects, and other issues of state 

 Xerxes’ father Darius had suffered a naval defeat in a failed attempt to conquer the Greeks and later died 
 Ahasuerus would attempt to expand his empire and avenge his father’s loss, but he needed the support of his 

nobles 
 The first 180 days were probably a rotation of nobles from all over the empire 

 
5  And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the citadel, both great and 
small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the king's palace. 
 

 The second feast was made for the people in the capital city of Susa (located in present day Iran and approx. 900 
miles due west from Jerusalem) 

 This was the location of the winter palace of Persian kings 
 
6  There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and 
marble pillars, and also couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and 
precious stones. 
 

 We believe Esther’s author to be male as the description of the curtains and other decorating details are called 
“white stuff”, etc. and it does not appear to have the woman’s eye for decorum 

 
7  Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the 
bounty of the king. 
8  And drinking was according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the staff of his 
palace to do as each man desired. 
 

 Ancient mid-eastern culture often required everyone to participate in each round of drinks served unless 
otherwise stated 

 
9  Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King Ahasuerus. 
 

 Typically, the men and women dined separately in Persian culture (this will be discussed again when Esther 
invites Haman to join the king and herself for a feast) 

 Vashti, the queen, is entertaining the king’s harem in a separate area of the palace 
 
10  On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 
11  to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, 
for she was lovely to look at. 
12  But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king became 
enraged, and his anger burned within him. 
 



 There is a lot of debate regarding why Vashti would refuse the king’s command to appear 
 Some scholars believe she was commanded to appear immodestly before the king’s guests 
 Some scholars agree with the above, but also believe she was pregnant with Artaxerxes who would eventually 

succeed his father at the time of his assassination almost 20 years later 
 Jewish rabbinical writings state their belief that Vashti was ready to appear immodestly before the king’s guests, 

but the Lord smote her with leprosy 
 Xerxes means “lord of heroes (men)” in Persian, but her refusal shows him to not be lord over his own home 

 
13  Then the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king's procedure toward all who were 
versed in law and judgment, 
14  the men next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes 
of Persia and Media, who saw the king's face, and sat first in the kingdom): 
15  “According to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of King 
Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” 
 

 To be the most power man on earth at this time, Xerxes was servant to his own emotions, appetites, and often, 
the deceit of his own advisors 

 
16  Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, “Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done 
wrong, but also against all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 
17  For the queen's behavior will be made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, 
since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ 
18  This very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen's behavior will say the same to all 
the king's officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in plenty. 
19  If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the 
Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give 
her royal position to another who is better than she. 
 

 Memucan makes a domestic disturbance into a national epidemic from “all women” to the “noble women” 
 Memucan also wanted this decreed by the king’s hand so it could not be altered (someone speaking so boldly 

against the queen would fear her anger if she and the king were to “mend the relationship”) 
 Mede and Persian kings were revered as deity and, because of this, were above making mistakes and their 

decrees could not be repealed  
 
20  So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, all women will give 
honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” 
21  This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. 
22  He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its own language, 
that every man be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people. 
 

 This will be the first of several rash decisions and decrees by the king 
  



Esther 2:1-23 ESV 
1  After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what she had done and 
what had been decreed against her. 
 

 Xerxes returns from Greece in defeat four years after the account in Chapter 1 to an “empty home” 
 Although the king possibly had a harem of hundreds of women, the queen’s throne was empty 

 
2  Then the king's young men who attended him said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 
3  And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins to the 
harem in Susa the citadel, under custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of the women. Let their cosmetics 
be given them. 
4  And let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so. 
 

 An empire-wide search would be made for the next queen 
 Young, beautiful virgins from all the territories would be stripped from their homes and families and brought to 

the king’s harem for a year’s worth of beauty treatments and etiquette training 
 
5  Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a 
Benjaminite, 
6  who had been carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away. 
 

 Mordecai means “little man” in Persian and was a Jew of the dispersion that had been born after his family had 
been captured by the Babylonians generation before 

 Previous to the events in Esther, devout Jews had returned to the destroyed city of Jerusalem to begin 
rebuilding the temple under the leadership of Jerubbabel and some thirty years before this time, Ezra had 
recorded the completion of the temple 

 One might question how devout Mordecai’s family to be as they still willingly dwell in Susa while their Jewish 
brethren are trying to rebuild the city of their fathers 

 Mordecai’s tribal roots to the Benjamites will play a significance later 
 
7  He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The 
young woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took 
her as his own daughter. 
 

 Hadassah means “myrtle” (flower) in Hebrew 
 Esther means “star” (probably a reference to Venus) in Persian and is fitting as Venus would outshine the other 

morning stars in intensity and longevity in the dawning hours 
 
8  So when the king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many young women were gathered in Susa the 
citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king's palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of 
the women. 
9  And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her 
portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the king's palace, and advanced her and her young women 
to the best place in the harem. 
 

 Esther immediately gains favor with the head eunuch and he would advance her standing above the other 
candidates in the king’s harem 

 For an account that does not mention God, He is apparently at work in the story 
 
10  Esther had not made known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. 
11  And every day Mordecai walked in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening 
to her. 



 
 Mordecai seems to conduct his business near the palace gates and may have been some type of lower level 

official in the court 
 This allowed him to have limited access to information for and from Esther 

 
12  Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the 
regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six months with oil of myrrh and six 
months with spices and ointments for women— 
13  when the young woman went in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she desired to take with her from 
the harem to the king's palace. 
14  In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, 
the king's eunuch, who was in charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted 
in her and she was summoned by name. 
 

 A year of preparation for one night with the king 
 This period of time also ensured no candidate was pregnant with another man’s child upon entering the harem 
 There would be one contestant chosen and all others were transferred into the king’s second harem of 

concubines to remain single and secluded unless summoned again 
 
15  When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own 
daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king's eunuch, who had charge of the 
women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 
 

 Esther is wise enough to take the advice of Hegai when she prepares her evening with the king 
 
16  And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 
17  the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so 
that he set the royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 
 

 Love is often used to describe many emotions that do not display a God-given affection for a single, permanent 
spouse with whom you would enter a covenant relationship 

 Despite this, Esther wins favor with the king and becomes his queen 
 Did God place Esther in a contest to win the king’s heart through sexual relations? No, but a sovereign God 

would use a situation devised by sensual, carnal, and sinful men to position a person in the exact place he or she 
needs to be to accomplish His will 

 
18  Then the king gave a great feast for all his officials and servants; it was Esther's feast. He also granted a remission of 
taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with royal generosity. 
19  Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate. 
 

 Small statements often give great insight into the character of men and women 
 Esther is the new queen and “loved” by her king, yet he still gathers a second round of new virgins for his harem 

 
20  Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed 
Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him. 
 

 What leads Mordecai to instruct his adoptive daughter to conceal her nationality? Possibly, we would hear God 
speak if we would only listen 

 
21  In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded 
the threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 
22  And this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of 



Mordecai. 
23  When the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. And it was recorded 
in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king. 
 

 Doing the right thing is not always instantly rewarded and, sometimes, not rewarded at all on this side of heaven 
 Who ensured this information came to Mordecai’s attention? Some may attribute many things to coincidence, 

but let us review the events so far: 
1 A king attempts to gain the support and respect of his nobles, yet cannot get his wife to appear before them and 

she is removed from the throne 
2 A Jewish family is removed from their homeland generations before and relocates to the capital city of Susa 
3 A Jewish orphan girl wins the favor of the king out of an entire empire and becomes queen 
4 An assassination plot is brought to the attention of a low level official of the king’s court and the offenders are 

punished, but the hero goes unrewarded 
 
  



Esther 3:1-15 ESV 
1  After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and advanced him and set 
his throne above all the officials who were with him. 
 

 Each biblical account stands with the others to form a single, continuous narrative of God’s plan for man’s 
redemption 

 While we may study books individually, we cannot lose sight of the overall picture of the battle for man’s soul 
 We have just been introduced to Satan’s pawn in his effort to destroy God’s people and prevent the prophetic 

Messiah from entering the world 
 Extending back to the first family of creation, we see Satan’s attempts to prevent the birth of the One who 

would renew the broken relationship between God and man 
 Early on, it seemed that Abel would be the “chosen one” and Cain killed him 
 Later Joseph became the target of satanic attack as his brothers sell him and he is falsely accused and sent to 

prison in Egypt (we know the Messiah would eventually come through the tribe of Judah, but the “bright spots” 
in Israel’s history seem to be high value targets for the enemy) 

 Haman, the Agagite would lead us to believe that he descended from Agag, the king of the Amalekites 
 Mordecai, a Benjamite would be the one who would confront this enemy of the Jews and end a feud that began 

back in 1 Samuel 15 between king Saul and Agag 
 The Amalekites descend from Jacob’s brother, Esau and represent the ongoing struggle between the spirit and 

flesh 
 Joshua battled the Amalekites shortly after the Israelites exited Egypt and was only victorious when Moses’ 

hands were lifted up 
 
2  And all the king's servants who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so 
commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 
 

 The honor given to Haman was twofold – bowing down and paying homage which literally means to raise the 
hands and fall prostrate 

 Walter Savage Landor said, “When small men cast long shadows, it is a sign the sun is setting” 
 In one of Aesop’s fables it is said, “the fool takes to himself the respect that is given to their office” 

 
3  Then the king's servants who were at the king's gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king's command?” 
4  And when they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether 
Mordecai's words would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 
 

 Mordecai reveals his identity as a Jew possibly as the answer as to why he would not “worship” another man 
 This begs the question as to how “devout” Mordecai had lived while in Susa as the Jewish customs typically 

made them a peculiar people among the nations 
 Dietary laws, ceremonial cleansings, and prayer would have revealed his identity long before this point 

 
5  And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. 
6  But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman 
sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 
 

 Haman’s hatred of Mordecai would spill over onto the other people sharing his heritage 
 Satan’s influence would be poured out on this newly appointed official in the court of Xerxes 
 Satan’s attempts to discredit the Jews in Jerusalem and prevent the rebuilding of the temple had failed, so his 

attention would be turned to a higher power, namely, the Persian king and his officials 
 
7  In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, they cast 
lots) before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 
8  Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in 
all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the 



king's laws, so that it is not to the king's profit to tolerate them. 
9  If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of 
those who have charge of the king's business, that they may put it into the king's treasuries.” 
10  So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy 
of the Jews. 
11  And the king said to Haman, “The money is given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.” 
 

 Xerxes makes another rash decision based off limited information from his counselors 
 Haman’s description of a dangerous and seditious group of people infiltrating the entire empire appeals to the 

king’s already suspicious nature 
 Haman offers to pay an incredible sum to finance the effort to save the kingdom (although the king does not 

accept the payment) 
 The king’s signet ring and its power are handed to Haman, the enemy of the Jews 

 
12  Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict, according to all that 
Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials of 
all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its own language. It was written in the name of 
King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring. 
13  Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, 
young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, 
and to plunder their goods. 
14  A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be 
ready for that day. 
15  The couriers went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the king and 
Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was thrown into confusion. 
 

 Genocide is decreed against an entire people group, yet Haman and the king sit down for a drink 
 Although we hope to sympathize with the king at points within the account, we cannot excuse his lifestyle of 

excess and his ability to levy judgment on an entire nation without a hint of discomfort 
 
  



Esther 4:1-17 ESV 
1  When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went 
out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 
2  He went up to the entrance of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. 
 

 Mordecai is no longer incognito within the city 
 He publicly displays his mourning over the king’s decree 
 No official, no matter how respected, was able to enter the king’s presence unhappy 
 Persian monarch lived a very sheltered life and their emotional state was closely guarded 
 Perhaps Mordecai felt somewhat responsible for his defiance of Haman thinking the decree might have 

stemmed from their encounters 
 
3  And in every province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the 
Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4  When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent 
garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
 

 Esther makes a mistake we often do today – before she inquires of the problem, she wants to present a solution 
 Hurting people cannot skip the natural steps of recovery and go straight to the “changing the garments of 

mourning to those of celebration” 
 
5  Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to 
go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. 
 

 Esther wisely inquired into the “why” of Mordecai’s distress 
 
6  Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king's gate, 
7  and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay 
into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 
8  Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to 
Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her 
people. 
 

 Mordecai sends word of the king’s decree to Esther so she might gain audience with him 
 He also provides written evidence to support his claims 

 
9  And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 
10  Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 
11  “All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside 
the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds 
out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty 
days.” 
 

 The king only accepted invited guests and had guards standing ready beside his throne to behead those 
intruding into his presence 

 We also see how lonely it could be for the queen within Persian life also as it had been a month since he had 
sent for her 

 
12  And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 
13  Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any 
more than all the other Jews. 
14  For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your 
father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 



 
 Possibly the theme of this book – “for such a time as this” 
 It is important for all of us to consider where we are now and why we are here 

 
15  Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 
16  “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if 
I perish, I perish.” 
17  Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. 
 

 We may debate the how devout this family may have been with Persian culture, but we cannot argue their 
reliance on prayer and fasting 

 
  



Esther 5:1-14 ESV 
1  On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, in front of the king's 
quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the palace. 
 

 Although Esther is under tremendous pressure to intercede on behalf of her people, she still takes the time to 
prepare herself for an audience with the king 

 We hear all the current Christian buzzwords of today, yet we never hear the word “intercession” anymore 
 Esther would go to the king on behalf of her people 
 Paul would wish himself lost and God’s people saved 

 
2  And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the 
golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 
3  And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my 
kingdom.” 
 

 Who grants Esther her favor with the king? Again, we see an seemingly absent God appearing throughout this 
drama 

 The king’s offer is hyperbole (exaggeration to make a point) as he would not grant half his literal kingdom to his 
wife, but he would consider her request no matter how grand 

 
4  And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” 
5  Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman came to the 
feast that Esther had prepared. 
 

 Esther invites Haman and the king to a feast she would prepare later that day 
 This was a tremendous honor for Haman as the king and queen typically dined separately and only a few, highly 

honored people would ever receive this kind of invitation 
 
6  And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What is your wish? It shall be granted you. 
And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 
7  Then Esther answered, “My wish and my request is: 
8  If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the 
king and Haman come to the feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.” 
 

 Why the delay? God, in His sovereignty will allow other events to unfold before laying the final snare for Haman 
 It is difficult to remember in times of distress that God is not bound by time as we are and even harder to 

appreciate His seeming delays when we cry out to Him 
 
9  And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he 
neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. 
10  Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. 
 

 Haman had been given the keys to the kingdom yet, he was not satisfied as long as Mordecai lived 
 
11  And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the promotions with which the 
king had honored him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 
12  Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And 
tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. 
13  Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.” 
 

 Haman’s riches, posterity, and acclaim offered him no consolation while Mordecai sat at the king’s gate 
 The world’s great gains offered his soul no consolation when he would see Mordecai sitting in the palace gates 

 



14  Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell 
the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he 
had the gallows made. 
 
  



Esther 6:1-14 ESV 
1  On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles, and 
they were read before the king. 
 

 Some sleepless nights are God-ordained 
 Events continue to unfold during the delay for Esther’s second feast 

 
2  And it was found written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded 
the threshold, and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 
3  And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king's young men who 
attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 
 

 Mordecai’s role in saving the king’s life had gone unnoticed until this fateful night 
 How many books were in the Persian archives? What are the chances that this book of record would be brought 

on this night and turned to this page? 
 
4  And the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king's palace to speak to 
the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 
5  And the king's young men told him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him come in.” 
6  So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the king delights to honor?” 
And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” 
7  And Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 
8  let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and on whose head a 
royal crown is set. 
9  And let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king's most noble officials. Let them dress the man 
whom the king delights to honor, and let them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before 
him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.’” 
 

 There is no evidence for Haman to have paused to consider his response as he probably had one rehearsed 
already 

 It would seem that God’s sense of humor is about to make an appearance 
 The characters in this drama continue to be moved to precise locations at precise times 

 
10  Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, 
who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” 
11  So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, 
proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” 
12  Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. 
 

 This is the first time Haman’s head is covered 
 Without even trying, Mordecai continues to defy Haman publicly 
 The king is still oblivious to the object of Haman’s legislation as he addresses Mordecai as “Jewish” 

 
13  And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and his 
wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not 
overcome him but will surely fall before him.” 
14  While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman to the feast that Esther 
had prepared. 
 

 Haman’s close friends and his wife see these events as foretelling his own demise before Mordecai 
 Even nonbelievers can recognize when the hand of God is at work 

 
  



Esther 7:1-10 ESV 
1  So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 
2  And on the second day, as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, 
Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 
 

 The king is a little over dramatic about answering his wife’s request, yet it does reveal his heart for her 
 Esther could ask anything of her king 

 
3  Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be 
granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. 
4  For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold 
merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the 
king.” 
 

 Esther uses the same vague description of her danger as Haman did when he proposed his plan to rid the empire 
of the Jewish infiltration 

 
5  Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do this?” 
6  And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 
7  And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg for 
his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm was determined against him by the king. 
 

 Haman’s plan backfires – how could he have known he had sentenced the queen to death 
 The king’s emotions overcome him again (partly because of the part he played in these events) 

 
8  And the king returned from the palace garden to the place where they were drinking wine, as Haman was falling on 
the couch where Esther was. And the king said, “Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?” As 
the word left the mouth of the king, they covered Haman's face. 
 

 Haman’s distress is misinterpreted as an assault on the queen as the king returns 
 Haman covered his own head in shame, now it is covered in death 

 
9  Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Moreover, the gallows that Haman has prepared 
for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is standing at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him 
on that.” 
10  So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king abated. 
 

 Information seems to always find the right person at the right time in Esther’s story 
 
  



Esther 8:1-17 ESV 
1  On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came 
before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 
2  And the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman. 
 

 Haman’s house is given to Esther and the king’s signet ring is removed from Haman and given to Mordecai 
 Two Jewish refugees living in a foreign country have come to occupy positions of great authority 
 This would parallel Joseph’s position beside Pharaoh 

 
3  Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil plan of Haman 
the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 
4  When the king held out the golden scepter to Esther, Esther rose and stood before the king. 
 

 This is the second time Esther would intrude into the king’s presence and the second time his heart was moved 
within him for her 

 God continues to grant her favor with those around her 
 
5  And she said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems right before the king, 
and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman the Agagite, the son of 
Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces of the king. 
6  For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction of my 
kindred?” 
7  Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, 
and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he intended to lay hands on the Jews. 
8  But you may write as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the king's ring, for 
an edict written in the name of the king and sealed with the king's ring cannot be revoked.” 
 

 The word of the Medes and Persians could not be altered (that would admit fault) 
 Mordecai would be tasked with drafting another document that would spare his people yet not conflict with the 

words of the monarch 
 
9  The king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third 
day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews, to the satraps and the 
governors and the officials of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to each province in its own script and 
to each people in its own language, and also to the Jews in their script and their language. 
10  And he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's signet ring. Then he sent the letters by 
mounted couriers riding on swift horses that were used in the king's service, bred from the royal stud, 
11  saying that the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and 
to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, children and women included, and to 
plunder their goods, 
12  on one day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the 
month of Adar. 
 

 The swiftest horses were summoned from the king’s stables to deliver this critical legislation throughout the 
empire 

 The Jews were given the freedom to defend themselves against any attacks targeting them from Haman’s 
proclamation 

 For most citizens, this would be enough of an indication to leave the Jews alone, but in cases where it was not 
enough, they were given the rights to kill if needed to protect themselves and their families 

 There were an estimated 15 million Jews within the empire of approx. 100 million Persians – this was no small 
number of souls affected by the king’s decree 

 



13  A copy of what was written was to be issued as a decree in every province, being publicly displayed to all peoples, 
and the Jews were to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 
14  So the couriers, mounted on their swift horses that were used in the king's service, rode out hurriedly, urged by the 
king's command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. 
15  Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown 
and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 
16  The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. 
17  And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness and 
joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear 
of the Jews had fallen on them. 
 

 Later this date would be celebrated as the Feast of Purim because of the Pur or lots Haman cast to determine 
the date of the Jewish annihilation 

 A fear from God fell on the Persian people regarding the Jews and the Jewish queen 
 
  



Esther 9:1-32 ESV 
1  Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's command 
and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over 
them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. 
2  The Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought 
their harm. And no one could stand against them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 
 

 The fighting spirit of the Jewish people continues today although outmatched and outnumbered in their own 
lands the Lord is faithful to His people 

 
3  All the officials of the provinces and the satraps and the governors and the royal agents also helped the Jews, for the 
fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 
4  For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces, for the man Mordecai 
grew more and more powerful. 
 

 Persian officials aided the Jews for the fear of Mordecai 
 Mordecai continues to grow more powerful within the palace court 

 
5  The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and did as they pleased to those who 
hated them. 
6  In Susa the citadel itself the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men, 
7  and also killed Parshandatha and Dalphon and Aspatha 
8  and Poratha and Adalia and Aridatha 
9  and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 
10  the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, but they laid no hand on the plunder. 
 

 The Jewish people defended themselves, but did not take any plunder as they only protected themselves 
 
11  That very day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to the king. 
12  And the king said to Queen Esther, “In Susa the citadel the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and also the ten 
sons of Haman. What then have they done in the rest of the king's provinces! Now what is your wish? It shall be granted 
you. And what further is your request? It shall be fulfilled.” 
13  And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be allowed tomorrow also to do according to this 
day's edict. And let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the gallows.” 
 

 Haman’s sons killed during the fighting were decreed to be publicly displayed on the gallows built by their father 
 The final conflict between the tribe of Benjamin and the house of Agag the Amalekite appears to come to an end 

 
14  So the king commanded this to be done. A decree was issued in Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 
15  The Jews who were in Susa gathered also on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and they killed 300 men in 
Susa, but they laid no hands on the plunder. 
16  Now the rest of the Jews who were in the king's provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and got relief from 
their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who hated them, but they laid no hands on the plunder. 
 

 Throughout the empire, 75,000 Persians were killed by Jews or Jewish sympathizers during the attempted purge 
 
17  This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth day they rested and made that a day of 
feasting and gladness. 
18  But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on the thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested on the fifteenth 
day, making that a day of feasting and gladness. 
19  Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in the rural towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day 
for gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and as a day on which they send gifts of food to one another. 
20  And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 



both near and far, 
21  obliging them to keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same, year by year, 
22  as the days on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from 
sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days 
for sending gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 
23  So the Jews accepted what they had started to do, and what Mordecai had written to them. 
 

 The Feast of Purim is still recognized today although not decreed by God 
 Jaroslav Pelikan said, “Tradition is the living faith of the dead; traditionalism is the dead faith of the living”. 
 There is nothing wrong with remembering the past as it helps celebrate the victories and avoid the mistakes, 

however, the remembrance cannot become religion 
 The Bible instructs us to “not forsake the old landmark”, but it also cautions us to “have no other gods before 

me” 
 
24  For Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy 
them, and had cast Pur (that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. 
25  But when it came before the king, he gave orders in writing that his evil plan that he had devised against the Jews 
should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 
 

 J. Vernon McGee said, “the Jew has attended the funeral of anyone who has ever sought their destruction” 
 
26  Therefore they called these days Purim, after the term Pur. Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter, 
and of what they had faced in this matter, and of what had happened to them, 
27  the Jews firmly obligated themselves and their offspring and all who joined them, that without fail they would keep 
these two days according to what was written and at the time appointed every year, 
28  that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, in every clan, province, and city, and 
that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days 
cease among their descendants. 
29  Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew gave full written authority, confirming this second 
letter about Purim. 
30  Letters were sent to all the Jews, to the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, in words of peace and truth, 
31  that these days of Purim should be observed at their appointed seasons, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther 
obligated them, and as they had obligated themselves and their offspring, with regard to their fasts and their lamenting. 
32  The command of Esther confirmed these practices of Purim, and it was recorded in writing. 
 
  



Esther 10:1-3 ESV 
1  King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and on the coastlands of the sea. 
2  And all the acts of his power and might, and the full account of the high honor of Mordecai, to which the king 
advanced him, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 
3  For Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the Jews and popular with the 
multitude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his people and spoke peace to all his people. 
 

 Fairytales do not end with newspaper headlines and a bibliography 
 
Esther Conclusions: 
 

 God does not always choose “super saints” to be used in His will 
 God can be seen and heard only if we look and listen 

 
 
 

 

 

 


